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   Introductory Spanish Course Syllabus / Mrs Baeza

What students can expect from this course
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Introductory Spanish This nine-week course introduces the basics of the Spanish language. The goal is for 

students to be able to conduct simple conversations in Spanish. We will also learn about the history, customs and 

cultures of some Spanish-speaking countries. Through basic topics, students will learn common phrases and will be able to communicate on an introductory level, that will prepare them for Spanish 1 in High School.

These objectives will be met through class presentations, a variety of activities, selected readings, TPR (total physical response), games, songs, videos and technology.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND STANDARDS
All students will come to class daily for the sole purpose of developing and improving their Spanish skills. Studying a second language requires commitment, personal discipline and a desire to learn about other cultures. This class requires dedication and enthusiasm.
The course is aligned with the Kentucky Standards for World Language Proficiency. As an exploratory course, our focus is the Novice Low level of Proficiency.


Assessment and Grading 
The single, most important thing students can do to achieve an excellent grade is to actively participate in class each and every day. Students can expect comprehensive oral and written evaluations.  

GRADING SCALE

- assignments (listening, reading, writing, speaking)         40%         - quizzes & projects                                         20%   

- work habits (preparation, attendance, behavior,             25%         - tests (grammar, vocabulary & culture)      15%
                           work completion, participation)

 Some classwork assignments are formative assessments (showing how well students understand the learning target while we are still learning it) and some are summative (showing how well students understand the learning targets after we have finished studying it). Some formative assessments will be entered into Infinite Campus and others will not be scored, but feedback will be provided by the teacher toward the learning targets. Formative assessments serve as practice opportunities for students in order to prepare for the summative assessments.

PLEASE ALLOW A MINIMUM OF ONE WEEK FOR ANY SCORES TO BE POSTED ON INFINITE CAMPUS AFTER COMPLETION.

What Is Expected From The Student        
 CLASSROOM RULES
·   Be respectful. Respect all persons and materials in the classroom at all times. Show respect for the language and

    culture you are learning. Disrespect, in any form will not be tolerated.
·   Be prepared every day! Bring binder, paper, pen/pencil.
·   Be on time. You must be in your assigned seat when the bell rings. Each tardy will lower your work habits grade.
·   Stay in your seat. Stay on task. Raise your hand for all questions & comments.

·   No food/gum/drinks (exception of water) allowed during class.
·   No electronic devices unless permitted by teacher.

CONSEQUENCES IF YOU CHOOSE TO BREAK A RULE:﻿
1st offense: verbal warning, you will lose all behavior points for the week          
2nd offense: you will lose all behavior points for that week and will get a phone home        

3rd offense: you will lose all behavior points for that week, phone home & student/teacher / Assistant Principal Conference       
Severe disruption: You will be sent to the office immediately.


CO﻿NSEQUENC﻿ES FOR USING ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN CLASS WITHOUT PERMISSION:
The electronic device will be confiscated. You will lose all participation points for the week. You will get back your phone at the end of the class. If, for any reason, you refuse to turn in the device, I will send you to the office. An administrator then will decide the consequence; per his/her discretion.

Classroom Procedures

1. ¡Se habla español en clase!  Students are expected to use the target language as much as possible.

2. At the beginning of the class students are considered tardy if they are not in their seats by the time the late bell stops ringing. If they need to go to their lockers for material after the bell rings, that will be considered a tardy.
2. A bell ringer (tarea) will be assigned daily.  Students will copy it in the corresponding section of their binders
3. Students are expected to keep their notebook orderly, current and complete. Keep each chapter organized with your Daily Activities, notes and activities CLEARLY DATED in chronological order. This will be part of the work habits grade. Binder checks will not be announced in advance.

4. Work habits  Students will be evaluated every week based on the notes taken by the teacher during the week. This category includes:

- preparation: you have all the materials you need for the Spanish class every day.

- attendance: you come to class on a regular basis and all of your absences are excused.

- behavior: you are kind and respectful of yourself, your classmates and your teacher. You do not disrupt your 

                    learning and your classmates´ learning.

- work completion: all the class assignments are completed and on time, even those that have to be made up.
- participation: you look like you are engaged, participating and paying attention.

Retakes 

Retakes are ONLY for tests scored C- or lower and will be AFTER SCHOOL on days assigned by the teacher. The highest grade you can obtain from a retake is 80%. 

What if I am absent from class?

Students are responsible for making up any activity that they missed. If they are absent for any reason, students are required to make up all work missed. It is their responsibility to find out what assignments and notes /quizzes /tests they missed, by asking the teacher on the first day they return to school after an absence. Turn in assignments, quizzes and tests must be made up within one week since returning from the absence. After that time, they  will be scored 0.

NO MAKE UP WORK WILL BE ALLOWED AFTER ONE WEEK SINCE RETURNING FROM AN ABSENCE. 

NO EXTRA ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ASSIGNED TO MAKE UP FOR WORK WHICH WAS NOT MADE UP IN THE DUE DATE.

​ Restroom Policy
You may go to the restroom only if:

a) you have finished all of your assigned work

b) the class is working on Individual Seatwork (no passes during teacher lecture, video viewing, listening or pair work)

There will be a bathroom pass system (that will also include trips to the locker or to other classes) that allows students to go to the bathroom nine times during nine weeks. Participation points will be lost EVERY TIME the student leaves the class after pass 9.

Required Materials
A three-ring binder with four dividers (gramática, vocabulario, tareas de cultura, copias); pens or pencils; paper

Tests
- At the end of every nine weeks period, there will be a culture test, based on the different topics about the Hispanic countries and traditions studied throughout the nine weeks. 
- At the end of every nine weeks period there will also be a grammar and vocabulary test , based on all the contents studied during that grading period. 

Projects

- To celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month (15th September – 15th October) students will create a Hispanic Heritage collaborative poster.  
- By the end of October, we will learn about the celebration of the ”Day of the Dead” in Mexico and will create crafts related to it.

- Around the end of the second nine weeks, we will be learning about the ways people celebrate Christmas in the Hispanic world and compare them with the celebrations in the US.

- We will decorate the class for Valentine´s Day and learn expressions related to this celebration.

- In April we will recall World Languages Week.

- By the end of the year we will learn about the Spanish tradition of the “Running of the bulls” through a webquest project.

Apart from these, there will be other projects more grammar and vocabulary related and they will be accommodated to the class curriculum.

NTI Days
Whenever we have a day off school due to weather or any other reason, the school will announce if it is an NTI day or not. If it is and NTI day, then the students should check my webpage (http://www.mariabaeza.weebly.com/) where the work corresponding to that day will be posted early in the morning. Students then should email me to send me the work or turn it in within the three days after we come back from the NTI day. If a students doesn’t turn in the work at the correct time, the grade will be 0. NO WORK WILL BE ALLOWED PAST THE DUE DATE AND NO EXTRA WORK WILL BE ASSIGNED TO MAKE IT UP.

Extra Credit

Students will be provided with opportunities for extra credit throughout the year. These opportunities will be offered to all the students at teacher’s discretion, and they cannot be requested to make grades go up for work which has not been turned in or made up on time.
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GO TIGERS!

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Greetings from Barbourville Independent High School Spanish Department!  I will be your son/daughter’s Spanish teacher this year.  In this letter, I’ll give you a little background information about myself and introduce some class expectations.

My name is Maria Baeza and I come from Spain. I have more than twenty years of full-time teaching experience as ESL teacher from grades 7 to 12 in Spain. I also taught Spanish for one year at Reitz High School in Evansville, IN. This will be my third year as Spanish teacher at BHS.  It is my goal to provide all students with an educationally challenging, yet fun, experience in my classroom.

Learning to speak another language will open doors for your child in the future.  He/she will use these language skills in their professional and personal life. Studying another language will not only improve skills in their English language, but also improve their skills in other subject areas. This will open opportunities to understand other points of view, appreciate customs and behaviors different from their own.  They will also be more competitive in their future academic or professional endeavors.

I have extremely high expectations of all my students.  I am asking for your help to maintain those expectations by checking with your son/daughter periodically to make sure that his/her work is being done.

I have enclosed a copy of the Classroom rules and grading summary, as well as the retakes policy and list of class supplies.  Please take a moment to review this with your son/daughter. A more detailed syllabus will be posted on my web page http://www.mariabaeza.weebly.com/
If you need to contact me for whatever reason this year, please email me at maria.baeza@bville.kyschools.us 

Maria Baeza

I have read the syllabus and letter with a parent, I understand them, and I’ll keep this sheet in my Spanish binder for future reference.

Student Signature:





Parent Signature:
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